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OPINION

Try and be a little less racist today
Suzie Chiem
@suziechiem / suzana.chiem@umontana.edu

I still believe humor will close the
gap of racism or assumptions or stereotyping. If I’m the one poking fun
at myself, it’s okay! The game changes,
though, if it comes from a harsh place.
Then it is plain rude.
After a semester of writing about
going to the taxidermy to get my taxes done and joking about my broken
English and my lovely foreign father,
I hope to alleviate the stereotypes of
Asians.
But there was an incident. I cried
like a helpless girl being bullied by a
stranger. This man didn’t see me as a

person, but as a chink, and it broke my
heart. This word sunk into my skin and
I couldn’t wash it off. I felt shamed. He
saw past me and addressed me in a
manner I can only assume is a generational phrase.
To this man, I have something to say:
I forgive you.
Three reasons I’m trying to justify
it: Even looking at the age diversity according to the University of Montana,
we ranged actually lower than the national average of 60 percent, which
means we aren’t all 18 years old. We aren’t all young and stupid.
My generation is used to getting information quickly, freely and efficient-

ly. We communicate via texting where
the lol’s and smh’s are used instead of
genuine laughter or a deep heartfelt cry.
Whenever someone hears of something regarding discrimination, bigotry, elitism or some combination of the
above, someone always reaches out and
asks if everything is okay. I come from a
culture where bullying exists and people stand up for others. Or it becomes a
viral video on Youtube shared all over
the world and people can only make
comments. For me, I was fortunate
enough to feel the university’s support
when I was belittled by you. I get it.
As an Asian American myself, and
you being white, I can only assume our

I am not a queen:
Michael Siebert
@michaelcsiebert / michael.siebert@umontana.edu

While the general populace may still
be trying to wrap their mind around the
very concept of transgender people, one
thing is for certain: we’re getting a hell of
a lot more media coverage. Whether it’s
E! Network’s reality series about Caitlyn
Jenner, Against Me!’s Laura Jane Grace
becoming a voice in the often-phobic
punk scene or the multitude of op-eds
and articles dedicated to exposing these
issues further, we’re living in a climate
where people are trying their damndest
to make us heard.
Despite all this, we’re still encountering a lot of misconceptions. Whether
they’re clueless (like People Magazine
covering trans issues in 2006 by saying
“She Was Really a Boy, Trapped in a Girl's
Body”), or more malicious (like Matt

Walsh saying that “Calling Bruce Jenner
[sic] a Woman Is an Insult to Women,” in
a Blaze article), they are still detrimental
to the community.
One sticks out. Trans individuals, particularly trans women, are called a lot of
things, but most often they are mistaken
for drag queens, or, more simply, a man in
women’s clothing.
Being a trans woman, I have a multitude of experiences with this. I’m often
asked things like, “Why do you wear a
dress, dude?” or “Is this just, like, a thing
you do with your band?” I see these
things as mostly harmless, and most of
the time, when corrected, people accept it
and move on.
Unchecked however, this notion can
be extremely dangerous. While gender is
certainly performative, the fundamental
difference lies in a different definition of

backgrounds are different. But the university’s diversity level has gone up due
to the efforts of the school and its diversity plan. Yet you still address me in this
nasty way.
I get it. However being older or from
a different generation or background
doesn’t necessarily make you wise nor
does it mean you are more knowledgeable. Just so you know, that word is unacceptable and very hurtful. I hope to
see you again and tell you I’m sorry. I’m
sorry that you’re stuck in this mindset
while the world around is constantly
changing. I’m only asking you to look
up and look beyond what you already
know. I’m looking too.

Trans people aren’t
automatically drag queens

that word. Drag culture has existed for
some time (since at least the 16th century,
if you count Shakespearean cross-dressing), but came to the public eye in Ed
Wood’s schlocky “Glen or Glenda?” Drag
queens and kings dress in elaborate outfits, lip sync or perform songs, dance and
typically have a persona they take on.
They are also often cisgender, which is
where the fundamental difference lies.
There are exceptions. Many trans and
genderqueer individuals explored their
identities through drag performance,
and were able to find themselves, just as
many still do. However, there is a danger in grouping the two together, and it
often comes from within the queer community. RuPaul’s Drag Race, a drag queen
competition show, is notorious for using
transphobic language like “shemale”
and “tranny.” Former contestant Alaska

Thunderfuck even went so far as to produce a video in which RuPaul, according
to the advocate, “shoot[s] a ‘word-policing’ transgender blogger in the head.”
And outside of the LGBTQIA movement, conflating trans people with drag
queens can have drastic implications.
It reinforces the notion that being trans
is all about the way you dress, or that
they’re merely caricatures of the gender
they “pretend” to express.
Drag is a wonderful tool, used by
many to get in touch with their identities
— whether as gay men, lesbians, trans
people or whatever else. But by saying
that the two are the same, we’re erasing
the validity that trans individuals have
fought so hard to secure. We’re in a period of immense social movement. Let’s
try to not give the wrong idea in such a
crucial time.
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EDITORIAL

Backhands to UM Police Chief Marty
Ludemann for refusing to remove posters
advocating the rape of female students
and up-holding our well deserved reputation.

The most dangerous game
editor@montanakaimin.com

I

njuring a Grizzly football player is economically worth it. The University of Montana is among the largest employers in Missoula, and the
millions of dollars NCAA football pumps into the community makes
every concussion, torn ACL and snapped finger the cost of a healthy economy.
Our community, like many, has accepted that brutalizing about a hundred students for entertainment and money is tolerable. Student athletes agree. We
compensate them with education, celebrity and the potential to earn lucrative
NFL contracts far superior to any jobs encountered by other graduates.
Players see injury as a fair trade, and the introduction of hazardous air quality to the field is just another cost of doing business. The University exposed
the football team to a new danger in the season opener, and our community
accepted that. But it's not the team itself that fills Missoula's coffers, but fans
of the game who travel from near and far to see them. It is these record 26,472
fans the University of Montana and the NCAA put at risk by not canceling the
Aug. 29 NCAA season opener against North Dakota State.
Football is religion in Montana, not an experience to opt out of so long as
the stadium gates remain open. The thousands of young lungs dragged outside to the game by loyal parents had no choice but to gleefully inhale and
cheer out smoke particulates for the home team. Their grandparents' struggling respiratory systems were equally at risk. The hundreds of workers busying themselves around the stadium to put on the game haven't had to deal
with smoke like this before to earn a paycheck either.
It was inconceivable to call the game, begging the question of exactly how
bad the air must get before we realize something is wrong. “Hazardous” is as
far up the adjective chart as possible on air quality tables. What comes after
hazardous, deadly?
We accept the inverse relationship between the health of athletes and the
local economy. Extending the same model of sacrificial Keynesianism we expect from players to fans and students crosses a line. If we must be bloodthirsty to serve our economy, let it not override the compassion we hold for the
most vulnerable members of our families. That's when it stops being worth it.
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Big ups to Griz football coach Bob Stitt
for showing us yet another eleventh hour
victory on Saturday. We wish we could’ve
seen this one as poorly as the last.
Backhands to new honors dean Brock
Tessman for making the honors college
more accessible. No one wants to hang
out with those nerds.

Big ups to President Royce Engstrom for
planning to increase the ratio of female
deans through yet another leadership
initiative. Simply hiring female deans
wouldn’t have made nearly as many
lucrative administrative positions.
Backhands to the UM planetarium for
propagating the myth that the observable universe isn’t merely the projection
of an omnipotent transdimensional
maker-race.

Brendan Casey
brendan93@hotmail.com
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Welcome to bear country, freshmen
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"A fed bear is a dead bear,” Dr. Mike
Mitchell, a professor with the Montana
Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit at

Even with strict precautions, living
in Montana means encountering a bear
sooner or later.
“Everyone attending the University
who is planning to be outdoors should
get bear spray,” Jonkel said.
Mitchell stressed the importance of
keeping bear spray easily accessible when
hiking and its effectiveness against all
bears. Bear spray should be tested in an
outdoor area away from people before it
is taken on a trip. It is dangerous to humans if misused.
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Bears are called “opportunistic omnivores.” They will eat anything that smells
good to them and is easily accessible.
This becomes a problem when they are
detoured from natural food sources by
human-linked food. Houses owned by
college students often have a lot of people over at one time. If garbage piles up, it
can act like a dinner bell to bears. College
students also need to be wary of leaving
garage doors open, feeding pets outside
or leaving food out after a party.
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While bear sightings rarely happen
on campus, bears are common on Mount
Sentinel and in the mountains around
Missoula. As winter approaches and the
wilderness gets drier, animals will move
in closer to urban areas in search of food.
Irrigation and farming make the habitat
around towns and urban areas lush and
plentiful to bears.

The city of Missoula has specific
boundaries called “bear buffer zones.”
These zones include the entire Rattlesnake neighborhood, the University District and houses along the hillsides south
of campus. Strict regulations in these areas discourage bears from continuing to
search for food in the greater Missoula
area. A house within these zones is mandated to meet certain requirements, like
bear-proof garbage cans and bird feeders.
A map of the zones and a description of
regulations and penalties can be found
on missoulabears.org, an organization
that monitors bear-human conflicts in the
Missoula area.
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dead bear.”
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Sightings of bears in the Missoula
area have exploded over the past week,
according to Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks. This is due to the drought after
a warm and dry winter, and now colder temperatures as the season starts to
change.
Bears can pose a threat to humans if
mistreated. During this time of increased
bear activity, it’s important to be aware of
the presence of bears and to take precautions.

the University of Montana, said. Bears
that habitually seek out these types of
food sources are called food conditioned,
and they can become aggressive and dangerous to people. Not only does the lack
of food and garbage containment damage
bears, but the residents of the house could
potentially be reported and ticketed.
Jamie Jonkel, a bear management specialist at FWP, said most people new to
bear country expect bears to be afraid of
humans and to run away or attack when
they encounter them, but the opposite is
true.
“Bears in the Rattlesnake will encounter an average of 75 to 100 humans in one
day,” Jonkel said.
Bears in the wilderness near residential areas, like the Rattlesnake and north
of campus, are used to the presence of humans, and usually ignore them.
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Rebecca Keith
rebecca.keith@umontana.edu
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Because of their vicinity to rural and wooded areas, the bear buffer zone depicted above comes with strict regulations to deter bear activity.

"If you encounter a bear, never, ever
scream and run away," Mitchell said. The
best thing to do is to remain calm and just
back away slowly.
A bear will occasionally bluff charge
and run at a person before stopping and
then walking away. Bears very rarely actually charge a human.
“The best defense in a real charge situation is to get in a position on your knees
with your face to the ground and your

hands linked behind your neck,” Mitchell said.
It's best to be informed about bear territory and habits when thinking about
living in and enjoying the Montana outdoors. Most importantly, unless it’s a
Grizzly that plays sports at UM, do not
try to feed or pet any bears you may encounter.

OPINION NEWS ARTS SPORTS KIOSK

SEPTEMBER 9-15, 2015 / MONTANA KAIMIN / MONTANAKAIMIN.COM

5

Hindi offered at UM for first and last time
Kasey Bubnash
@Kbubnash/kasey.bubnash@umontana.edu

The South and Southeast Asian studies department is offering Hindi for the first and last
time this year, and all but 15 students are missing out on the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
After two years of applying, the Fulbright
Program awarded the University of Montana
with Gaurav Misra, a 33-year-old professor
from Northern India, to teach Hindi for one
year only.
Misra was born in Bareilly, a town in the
state of Uttar Pradesh. He has been working as
a professor in Northern India for roughly six
years, teaching English as a second language.
Misra arrived in Missoula last week. Now
that the smoke has diminished, he is excited to
be here, he said.
“This is my very first time in the U.S.,” Misra said. “I have found Missoula to be a very
welcoming place. I love the energy here.”
Misra also said he plans to incorporate
more than just language into his lessons. Along
with learning the native language of India, he
said he would like his students to learn about
Indian philosophy, mythology and India’s perception of nature as god.
Although Misra is excited about the upcoming year, he said the amount of technolo-

gy used at UM has already been a challenge.
While he has used technology and multimedia as a tool for teaching before, he said he never used it in this capacity.
“Even in my first class I got stuck somewhere because I could not connect my laptop to my projector and the screen would not
show,” Misra said. “But I am getting used to it
and I hope that I will adjust to it successfully.”
Aside from technology, Misra said his first
class at UM went well.
“My students are nice and they are adapting and learning fast,” he said.
Misra’s students are looking forward to the
year as well.
Maddy Drake, a junior who needs one year
of foreign language for general education, said
she chose to take the class because it is unique.
“The course description said we’d learn
some Indian religion and culture,” Drake said.
“Plus it’s only offered this year, so that’s different.”
Drake said she enjoyed her first day of
class, and that she’s already learned some Hindi greetings.
Because the Fulbright Program funds the
course, it will cost the University nothing.
The woman responsible for bringing professor Misra to UM is Ruth Vanita, director

Evan Frost/@efrostee
Fulbright professor Gaurav Misra
demonstrates writing basic Hindi
characters for his Elementary Hindi
class on Sept. 3, 2015.

of South and Southeast Asian studies. Vanita
said UM is one of many universities in the U.S.
that applies for instructors to come from different countries to teach language.
Before the Fulbright Program chose UM,
Vanita said the University had to demonstrate
interest to study India on campus through lectures, films and performances by Indian dancers and musicians.
“We have many students eager to travel to
India, and Hindi will be very useful for them,”
Vanita said. “We trust this will be a great experience for the students as well as professor
Misra.”

Public shows at planetarium, plans for more star stories
Rehana Asmi
@RehanaAsmi/rehana.asmi@umontana.edu

After a soft opening last fall, the University
of Montana’s planetarium is now open to the
public and working to be accessible to multiple
departments on campus.
The University Center is sponsoring a series
of Stories Under the Stars starting in October to
expose students and the public to indigenous
storytelling and star chart programming.
The planetarium, which was finished in
fall of 2014, is located in the basement of the
Payne Family Native American Center as part
of the Elouise Cobell Land and Culture Institute. The system, which cost approximately
$100,000, is managed by the physics and astronomy department.
While the planetarium was immediately
accessible to students in physics and astronomy, the department collaborated with Native
American studies to preserve an important
part of indigenous culture.
Willie Brown, department administrator

of Native American studies, said indigenous
tribes were excellent navigators due to their
knowledge of astronomy.
“The reason that indigenous people not
only survived, but thrived, is an intimate
knowledge of sky patterns,” he said. “It’s just
been lost knowledge.”
Brown said the planetarium is including
more Native American star stories in the lineup, which can include creation stories and stories about constellations. Star stories have been
an important way for indigenous cultures to
pass down knowledge, Brown said.
“It needs to be revitalized and brought
back. It needs to be functional again,” he said.
Brown said the department wants to present star stories from multiple tribes. Last semester the University found Tim McCleary, a
professor at Little Bighorn College, to narrate
several Crow star stories.
Jaylene Naylor, IT and lab instructor for the
department of physics and astronomy, created
a virtual tour based on McCleary’s recordings.
Naylor said her department hopes to create a

virtual tour for Blackfeet star stories by next
summer.
“Our goal is to work with as many tribes as
possible who wish to tell their stories,” Naylor
said.
Physics and Astronomy professor Dan
Reisenfeld said the planetarium is small, but
creates a unique experience for the audience.
“One thing that we can do that large planetariums can’t do is that ours is very interactive,” Reisenfeld said. “It’s not one of those
canned shows where someone presses a start
button."
Ticket revenue will be used for maintenance, to pay student staff members and fund
future projects.
The first event for Stories Under the Stars
is Oct. 8 at 4 p.m. The regular fall planetarium
shows start on Friday, Sept. 11 and run twice
a night, every other week, until Dec. 4. Each
show will have a theme on a particular system,
planet or event. Adult tickets are priced at $6
and children under 12 can get in for $4.

NOVEMBER 1
ADAMS CENTER
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Faculty members question ethics of rape signs’ removal
Abby Lynes
@Abby_Lynes / abby.lynes@umontana.edu

“Get drunk. Get raped. The players are
ready,” read a sign posted outside the University Center on Aug. 24.
After several anonymous posters were
removed from the UC, University employees
and students struggled to decide whether the
posters were exercising free speech or if they
created a hostile environment on campus.
UC personnel removed four rape signs
hanging in and around the UC, turning the
material into Title IX Offices to determine if
they constitute hate speech.
Each sign referenced rape or sexual harassment. A sign posted on a kiosk outside the UC
read:
“Montana hunting season OPEN. Female
students the prey!”
Another said: "You're so blonde. You don't
think. Don't trust him, even if he's a friend.
They only want one thing."
Working with Title IX Offices, UM police
chief Marty Ludemann said UMPD decided
the signs’ messages were protected speech
and chose to stop investigating the incident.

Life. We’re in it together.

Courtesy of @KeilaSzpaller

“I don’t view it as a criminal act,” he said. “I
tried to view it as freedom of speech.”
The University’s Free Speech policy states
that “the University will take all permissible
actions to ensure the safety of students and
employees while complying with free speech
requirements for students and employees.”
While the bulletin boards in the UC are a
public space where anyone can add or remove
postings, professor Lee Banville who specializes in media law, said the posters didn’t qualify as hate speech.
“With everything I’ve read, it doesn’t seem
to line up with their own standards of why
they will remove posters,” he said.

Hate speech targets a specific individual or
group by making them feel unwelcome, under attack or like they are being judged by the
community. It must also explicitly threaten the
individual or group.
Banville said the signs don’t meet this criteria.
“Are they hateful? Yes. You could argue
that they are. But do they fall under the traditional definition of hate speech? The answer is
no. Because who are they attacking? And has
that person or group been, historically, a victim of discrimination?”
Banville said that the references to the players and blondes were too vague to be considered hate speech.
“Who were the players? I mean, you could
say it’s the football players. But it doesn’t actually say that. It could be ‘the playas.’ It could be
anybody,” he said.
Women’s Resource Center Co-Director
Riley Graham said the signs still cultivated a
hostile environment for students and faculty
regardless of who they were targeting.
“It’s upsetting for women to see those
kinds of signs, to see them talking about rape

in such a playful way,” Graham said.
The signs could also trigger negative memories of those who have traditionally faced discrimination at UM, fellow Co-Director Bronte
Burnette said.
“I think, historically, it’s not that women as
a group have been attacked, but more victims
of sexual assault.”
Burnette said the signs were not only hurtful to women, but they also enforced negative
male stereotypes.
“I think they’re offensive on both sides,”
she said.
Burnette said the signs aimed to get a response from the community.
“They wanted to get people riled up about
it,” she said. “And they didn’t really get that
reaction.
By failing to create a platform for discussion and leaving out attribution, Banville said
the posters’ creator didn’t make his or her
point very effective.
“They didn’t try to get their message out
there as much as they could have, but they still
have the right to make that message heard,"
Banville said.

“Banking” Convenience on Campus

Missoula Federal Credit Union oﬀers direct access to your cash from 4 surcharge-free ATMs on
campus, 6 local branches, and 17 ATM locations. We also oﬀer bike and computer loans for students
& faculty, student loans and car loans.
Visit us at our UC Branch from 9 - 5, Monday through Friday to learn more.
Federally insured by NCUA. All loans subject to approval.

www.missoulafcu.org
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Underrepresented:

UM president launches program to address
gender inequality among faculty
Abby Lynes
@Abby_Lynes /abigail.lynes@umontana.edu

At the University of Montana, three of the
13 deans are women, which President Royce
Engstrom said he plans to combat with the
newly created Women’s Leadership Initiative.
President Engstrom announced he intends
for the initiative to remedy skewed gender representation at UM during his State of the University address in August. The program will
provide women with leadership training and
network opportunities.
“I want to make women an integral part of
our leadership team,” he said.
Engstrom said the low female-to-male ratio
of deans at the University validates the necessity of the program.
“I think it shows that we have progress that
is needed so we do have women in those top
leadership positions at UM,” he said.
“All universities have struggled with gender equality,” Elizabeth Hubble, women’s
gender and sexuality co-director, said. “This
initiative will help promote women’s leadership and bring awareness to ongoing issues of
women’s advancement.”
Interested UM employees will apply for
the fellowship and 12 will be chosen. Once the

group is assembled, they will meet with President Engstrom on a regular basis in addition to
training and networking with local and state
leaders.
The program will receive some funding
from a private leadership fund at the Mansfield Center, but will largely be supported by
faculty members’ knowledge and expertise,
program coordinator and Associate Director
of the Mansfield Center, Deena Mansour, said.
“We’re trying to take advantage of existing
assets,” she said.
Mansour thinks the University’s culture already encourages female leadership, but there
is room for improvement.
Mansour said beyond providing women
with more opportunities for advancement, the
initiative will benefit campus as a whole.
“If you have a wider base of female leaders
on campus, you have more role models and
mentors,” she said.
Mansour hopes the initiative has the potential to enhance both men and women’s experiences on campus.
“This is an issue that not only supports
men and women, but engages men and women as well.”
The inaugural cohort will consist of 12
women whose names will be announced on
Sept. 18.

Aug. 27
Four wheels, no brakes

Peter Friesen
@peter_friesen/peter.friesen@umontana.edu

Aug. 24
Watch your step

A Craig Hall RA asked University Police
to put mouse traps in an unoccupied room.
Officers placed a work order for traps to be
laid.

Aug. 25
Bloody Tuesday

An 18-year-old man stepped on glass in
Miller Hall and was “bleeding uncontrollably.” He was taken to St. Patrick Hospital and
refused a ride back to campus.

A man refused medical care after being
hit by an ATV on campus. University Police
took a report.

Aug. 29
Busiest day of the year

During the Grizzlies football game Saturday, University Police wrote eight MIP
citations, as well as citations for public urination, trespassing, criminal mischief, obstruction, assault and helped a lost 5-yearold girl find her parents.

Sep. 1
Stumped

An intoxicated man was reported climbing to the top of a pine tree in front of the
Education Building. University Police issued
him an MIP.

Sunday: $1 bowling after 9 p.m.*
$1 well drinks

Monday: $1 bowling all day*
$1.50 16oz domestics

Thursday: buy 1 game
get one game free*

$1 wells after 10 p.m.
*shoes not included

Discover the Benefits
of Peace Corps Service
Information Session:
“Life is calling. How far will you go?”
University of Montana
Wednesday, September 16
3:30 to 5 p.m.
University Center
Room 327

Returned Peace Corps Volunteer Peter McDonough will discuss
how you can make a difference overseas and return home
with the experience and global perspective to stand out
in a competitive job market.

Life is calling. How far will you go?

855.855.1961 | www.peacecorps.gov
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Grizzlies lose
to Cal Poly,
20-19, on
last-second
field goal
Joshua Thomas
@thejt_ / joshua.thomas@umontana.edu

One week after downing No. 1 FCS opponent North Dakota State, the Montana Grizzlies had their hearts broken on Sept. 5th. The
Cal Poly Mustangs came into Missoula a year
after the two teams last faced off, a contest
that saw the Mustangs prevail victorious.
It looked as if Montana won the game late
in the fourth quarter after taking the lead
19-17 after Griz defender Derek Crittenden
pulled down Cal Poly in their own end zone
for a safety. Cal Poly managed to race down
the field on a quick drive. Finally, Mustangs
freshman kicker Alex Vega sent home a
game-winning field goal with four seconds
remaining to seal it for Cal Poly, 20-19.

Evan Frost /@ efrostee
Chase Naccarato gets tackled by Tu’uta Inoke in the second quarter of the Montana versus Cal Poly game on Sept. 5th 2015.

you don’t have to play a round
to enjoy a round.

stop in and enjoy one of 6 delicious local microbrews
 Not a golfer? Come on in! We are always glad to see you. 

We offer great menus featuring delicious Montana beef hamburgers and other local foods menu items.

www.umt.edu/dining
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“ We

all sounded like we
s m o k e d t h r e e p a c k s a d a y.”
Story by Claire Chandler
@FanoftheChan / claire.chandler@umontana.edu

Photo illustration by Will McKnight
@willMcK_photo
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D

riving through Missoula on Saturday, Aug. 29 was like driving
through Beijing, complete with
teeming crowds and a blanket of haze covering the sky. Beijingers live with that amount
of pollution almost 50 percent of their daily
lives, for Missoulians, however, the absence
of Montana’s big sky was an anomaly.
Eric Kelly jostled among other student
fans while showing off the maroon-colored,
black-outlined letter “I” on his chest. Kelly
was part of the “GO UM GRIZ” body sign at
the Grizzly football game against the North
Dakota State Bison, Saturday, Aug. 29. He
remembers looking up into the smoke-filled
sky and thinking how cool the blood red
sun looked. Smoke was so prevalent fans
couldn’t even see down Hellgate Canyon.
Kelly’s voice was gone faster than usual, and
was sore the next day.
“I can’t imagine how the players felt because they were actually doing work and I
was just having fun,” Kelly said. “The smoke
just added to the element of warrior-ness for
the Grizzly community.”
The Montana Department of Environmental Quality judged the amount of particulates in the air “hazardous” at 9:33 a.m.,
warning that “everyone should avoid any
outdoor exertion.” Particulate refers to the
actual pollution in the air being inhaled. Cumulative particulate levels hovered between
136-156 micrograms all afternoon.
The Griz got used to the smoke by playing in it every day for the two weeks leading

Evan Frost / @efrostee
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up to the game. However, coaches cut Thursday practice preceding the game back to a
“glorified walkthrough” after trainers said it
was unhealthy for the players. Thursday’s 24
hour average maxed out at 73 micrograms,
half the level of Saturday.
Montana considers particulate concentrations under 21 micrograms to be “healthy”
and normal.
Saturday was made hazy by the 12 major
fires and 26 smaller fires burning throughout the state. Montanans have been living
under a blanket of smoke since fires erupted
in early August. The drought dried vegetation out, and all it took was some lightning
storms and strong winds to set trees and
grass ablaze.
High school football, soccer and golf
matches throughout the Missoula area were
canceled, rescheduled or relocated. Once the
air was deemed hazardous, the Missoula
Public Schools’ risk manager conferred with
regional directors and decided the game
schedules would have to be changed. The air
wasn’t fit for kids to play in and parents were
getting worried, according to the district’s
Communication Director, Hatton Littman.
Even with warnings and clouded skies,
fans and personnel were not deterred from
attending; it was just too big of a game to
miss. It was of little concern that people
were filling their lungs with unhealthy levels of particulates. They just inhaled more to
run faster or cheer louder. Washington-Grizzly Stadium hit a new fan record, crowding
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Montana’s football team took to the field at Washington-Grizzly stadium on
August 29th, 2015 against NDSU. SMoke from fires surrounding the area made
for a heavy atmosphere.

Montana Kaimin

The UM Marching Band performs their half-time show in Washington-Grizzley
Stadium on Aug. 31, 2013 during the Grizzly's season opening game. The Griz
beat Appalachian State 30-6.
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26,472 men, women and children into the
stands.
Polluted air is particularly damaging to
children’s lungs, as they are still developing.
That’s why many school recesses and sports
were cancelled in the previous weeks. The
physical difference between an 18-year-old
high school and college athlete’s lungs is
minimal. Where one would see the difference is in the athletic exertion expected, according to pediatric hospitalist Laurie Carter, M.D. Athletes breathe harder and faster,
consuming more air and particulates with it.
“I grew up in Southern California and
that is kind of how it is there all the time,”
Grizzly football receiver Nate Harris said
of the air. Harris suffered from asthma as a
child so even a little difficulty breathing was
nothing new. Smoke, just like cold weather,
is easy to ignore when one is focusing on the
game and the crowd is going crazy.
Griz cheerleaders noticed difficulty
while running, but the adrenaline of cheering in front of such a large crowd validated
the extra effort. Coaches told the squad to
deal with the smoke however they could.
“If the football team is out there, we are

out there no matter what,” sophomore squad
member Aspen Serrania said.
Members of the marching band made
sure to drink plenty of water and keep inhalers close by if asthmatic.
“We all sounded like we smoked three
packs a day,” freshman alto sax April Hummel said. “ I don’t think you really think of
smoke when you’re trying not to run into the
people in front of you, though.”
“It could have been a lot worse, band
camp the week before was worse than the
actual game,” freshman horn Brie Beckman
said.
Smoke is a cumulative pollutant, meaning the longer the exposure the worse it is for
the body and lungs. More and more builds
up, causing inflammation in lung and body
tissue. Saturday’s air was heavily polluted, but it was made worse because western
Montanans had already been exposed to the
smoke for two weeks.
Technically toxic, smaller particulates
can jump into the blood stream from the
lungs and bypass humans’ natural defenses,
Missoula City-County Health Department
Air Quality Specialist Sarah Cofield said.

OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC!

(NO MEMBERSHIP NEEDED)

SPREAD YOUR
WINGS
WED

OPEN MIC 8:30 PM

THUR

MATADORS 6 PM

THUR

KARAOKE OR DJ 8:30 PM

FRI

BURGERS 6 PM

FRI/SAT

LIVE MUSIC 8 PM - 1 AM

LUNCH M-F 11 AM - 2:30 PM

“It basically wreaks havoc on your body,”
she said.
The only whispers of cancellation came
from the media and no coaches discussed
it with the players. Coaches didn’t even
discuss it among themselves on Saturday
morning.
“Not one inkling, it didn’t even cross our
minds,” Griz Defensive Coordinator and
linebacker coach Ty Gregorak said of canceling.
Even NDSU seemed to be over the smoke.
“Sorry, we are not going to have the guys
comment on the smoke anymore,” NDSU
Athletic Communications Director Ryan
Perreault said.
It was announced last May by UM
Athletic Director Kent Haslam that ESPN
would broadcast the Griz’s opener against
NDSU, the four-time defending CFS national champs. In addition, it was the Grizzlies’
new head coach Bob Stitt’s debut. A highly
anticipated game, tickets sold out quickly,
making for a packed stadium. Players and
coaches were excited for the national coverage, and the University was eager to show
itself off.

Montana was the only college football
game broadcast nationally that Saturday and
was watched in around one million homes.
One would think, with so much hype around
the game, there would be a lot of pressure
not to cancel, even with the smoke as bad as
it was.
“You just don’t cancel a college football
game. It would have taken two to three times
the smoke, or a hurricane or a natural disaster
to cancel that game,” Gregorak said. “It’s not
like high school where you get the principals
together and they make a decision.”
If the smoke was two to three times worse,
one wouldn’t be able to see a mile. That’s like
not being able to see the M while ordering
at Big Dipper Ice Cream on Higgins Avenue. This past weekend a Louisiana State
University game against McNeese State was
cancelled due to lightning storms in the first
quarter. The extreme weather did not let up
and the game did not resume.
Other than the Louisiana game, Gregorak
doesn’t remember a college game cancellation except after 9/11.
“We were so excited and were going to
play that game,” Gregorak said.

Follow us online!
@montanakaimin

NO COVER
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ARTS+CULTURE
THIS WEEK
THURSDAY, 9/ 10—SATURDAY 9/12

MONTANA BOOK FESTIVAL

The Montana Book Festival begins. Go see
poetry get slammed, eat pie and drink whiskey
or learn something from one of the guest
lecturers. Reading is sexy. Go check it out.
Look for coverage on montanakaimin.com
@ Downtown
Sept. 10-12
All Ages
Free
THURSDAY, 9/10

NO CIGAR
No Cigar is playing at Stage 112. The band
describes itself as a mix of “the catchy
appeal of pop punk and the grit of early
emo/screamo” which sounds like it will have
something for everyone, and hey, it’s free!
@ Stage 112
Free, 18+
FRIDAY, 9/11

FIVE FINGER DEATH PUNCH
Go scream your heart out at Five Finger Death
Punch. The Las Vegas-based heavy metal
band will be performing at the Adams Center.
Make sure you have plenty of room to mosh
as Jacoby Shaddix of Papa Roach is opening.
@ Adams Center
6:15 p.m.
$45, All Ages

FRIDAY, 9/11

YOUTH LAGOON
If head-banging isn’t your thing, head to the
Top Hat. The ethereal indie rock band Youth
Lagoon led by extra-hip front man Trevor
Powers is sure to dreamily bring down the
house. You might want to hang out after;
Powers is known to stay late post performance.
@ The Tophat
10 p.m.
$15, 18+
SUNDAY, 9/13

GERMANFEST
Missoula’s Germanfest kicks off with a tapping
of a Bayern Brewery keg. Raise a stein to
Missoula’s German sister city Neckargemund.
Special guest S-Bahn will perform traditional
German music with a modern twist, a new
genre you’ll have to hear to understand.
@ Caras Park
All Day
Free, All Ages

Tess Haas
@tesshaas tess.haas@umontana.edu

Building Missoula skateboarding
Rylan Boggs
@ RAWLANDOGGS rylan.boggs@umontana.edu

The ceiling is covered with skateboards
faded from abuse and sun. Every available
inch of wall space is plastered with merchandise and memorabilia. Edge of the World is
Missoula’s skateboarding shrine curated by
Chris Bacon.
Bacon began working at Edge of the
World, then Board of Missoula, in 1993 as a
teenager. He has gone from getting paid in
skateboards for taking out the trash to running the place. Edge is a hub for the western
Montana skate scene, bringing in customers
from across the region.
A lifetime skateboarder, Bacon moved
to Missoula in 1991 from Stanwood, Washington. He remembers his move as coming
to “the big town,” a place where you could
ride a skateboard without being pulled over
by police.
“I really like the vibe in town,” Bacon
said. “People were just really mellow and
nice and you could skate down the sidewalk
without getting busted. Where I lived before,
if a cop even saw you with a skateboard he
would stop and talk to you.”
Bacon has helped craft Edge into more
than a skate shop, creating a community hub
as well.
“I moved to Missoula knowing no one,
but went to the ‘local shop’ so I could meet
people with similar interests,” Anthony
Sorge said. “I was immediately taken in.
We work there because we care and we love
what we do.”
It was in high school that Bacon met Andy
Kemmis, now a University of Montana graduate and marketing associate at the Rocky
Mountain School of Photography. Kemmis
recalls fond memories of skateboarding,
snowboarding and killing time after school
with Bacon.
During these after-school excursions,
the need for a real skatepark in Missoula
became apparent. Tired of being chased off
by security and do-gooders, Bacon and other skateboarders began searching for a place
they could make their own.
They first collaborated with the YMCA to
build a skatepark that the community could
enjoy, but tightly enforced restrictions quick-

Rylan Boggs / @RAWLANDOGGS

Chris Bacon works on a
skateboard at Edge of the
World on Sept. 2, 2015. Bacon
started working at the shop
in 1993 and is now in charge
of all skateboard-related
business.
ly turned them off the park.
“It got really rule-heavy, real quick,” Bacon said. “They were enforcing full pads and
helmets like crazy, regardless of how old you
were.”
The next attempt was to build a park underneath the Higgins Bridge reminiscent of
the Burnside Skatepark in Portland, Oregon.
The Parks and Recreation Department shut
the Higgins Bridge park down, but soon after approached Bacon and its other creators
looking for input on a city skatepark.
Thus the Missoula Skatepark Association
was born. The group, dedicated to building
a park that all could enjoy, fundraised by
selling stickers, managing parking at several concert series at Big Sky Brewing, raffled
away a jeep, putting on skate video premieres and even received a grant from Tony
Hawk.

Another major source of income for the
association was their On Deck fundraiser,
an event in which the group would send
blank skateboards to artists to decorate and
then auction off.
It took the group six years, from 2000
to 2006, to raise the needed money to build
Missoula’s Mobash Skatepark. With Bacon
as the president and Kemmis as a board
member, the group has since changed its
name to the Montana Skatepark Association
and helped build and renovate skateparks in
St. Ignatius, Helena, Stevensville and Glendive.
While working at Edge, Bacon married
his wife, Sydney, and had two boys, 9-yearold Felix and 4-year-old Vade.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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“They’re awesome, fun little dudes who
just keep me busy, keep me on my toes,” Bacon
said.
Though still young, Bacon’s sons already
show a passion for skating. “I think skateboarding is a great tool for self-confidence and
self-discipline, aside from being a fun, creative way to exercise,” Bacon said. “I feel
like when kids get into it young and see
the fun creative aspect it can really help

them grow as a person.”
Though having children changes everybody, Kemmis said that Bacon is still
the same person at his core. “In many
ways he was the same way then as he is
now, really into skateboarding and music. He’s always been very creative, hilarious and an amazing dancer. And thats
amazing, like ama-a-a-a-azing, lots of
emphasis there,” Kemmis said.

Photo Courtesy of USA Network

Rami Malek plays Elliot Alderson, a computer programmer by day and hacker
by night in the new USA Network series “Mr. Robot.”

TV Review: Mr. Robot

Bowen West
@BowenJWest bowen.west@umontana.edu

“Mr. Robot” is the series you never knew
you needed.
The hour long psychological thriller, created by Sam Esmail, is about a troubled young
hacker named Elliot (played by Rami Malek)
who is recruited by Mr. Robot (played by
Christian Slater) into a mysterious hacker
group that makes him choose between his job
and his ideals. I know this sounds like a tired
old plot, but “Mr. Robot” solves this issue with
interesting characters and its analysis of the
failure of capitalism.
One revolutionary aspect of this show is
the realistic portrayal of hacking and computer
culture in general. The show doesn’t talk down
to the audience. Instead, it unapologetically
uses tech lingo like “honeypot,” “rootkit,” or
“axiomatic fireworm” (I may have made that
last one up but you get the point).
And it looks pretty while doing it. The visuals in “Mr. Robot” are incredibly cinematic.
They look like something from a David Fincher movie (Fight Club or Gone Girl, for example). The show focuses on creating negative

space around the characters and rarely, if ever,
puts the character in the center of the screen.
This doesn’t look like any other show on TV, let
alone basic cable TV.
HBO and Netflix have been the prominent
names when it comes to gritty series, so it was
a complete surprise that “Mr. Robot” aired on
USA Network. USA is known for having predictable episodic series —think “White Collar”
—but they took a chance with this dark, gritty
series. Gone is the cliche, confident antihero,
and in its place we have a relatable nerd in the
midst of dealing with this moral dilemma.
But, if nothing else, the one thing that
should encourage everyone to watch this
show is its willingness to take risks. The show
doesn’t shy away from topics like addiction,
loss of sanity or something as big as starting
a revolution. At its core, “Mr. Robot” is a show
about our frustration with the current state of
the world, which is why it’s so easy to relate
to the main protagonist, Elliot. Like him, we
know things are wrong with our world, but
we’re clueless on how to fix it. Trust me, the
show is worth skipping homework for — it’ll
make you feel deliciously angsty.
Episodes of “Mr. Robot” can be watched on
USA Network’s website, on-demand, Amazon
or Hulu.

WHAT THE FOOD

Let’s talk
about food

Taylor Wyllie / @wylliet taylor.wyllie@umontana.edu

I’m a big fan of food.
I love food so much that I certainly eat more than the FDA’s recommendations. I chow down on cereal for breakfast, a bagel for
second breakfast, a sandwich for lunch, a smoothie for a pre-dinner
snack, spaghetti for dinner and, of course, ice cream for dessert. And
if people-watching in the Food Zoo and the UC are any indication,
most people are just like me.
As Michael Pollan discussed in “The Omnivore’s Dilemma,” humans have it made when it comes to food. We’re able to digest food
across the food web — meat, nuts, grains, fruits. We don’t have the
limits of herbivores or carnivores. Much like raccoons, we can make
do with just about anything (although let’s be real, if raccoons ate
what we do now they’d probably keel over and die).
And that’s been helpful. We can partially thank our diet for the
ability to live in every ecosystem scattered across the planet, and for
the choices we have in the grocery store every season. Truly, we have
the golden ticket.
But we’re fucking it up.
The American food industry is killing us. We’re stuck in a society
where, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
almost 35 percent of the population is obese. We’re allowing the
monopolization of agriculture. Five corporations control 85 percent
of the beef industry, while a single company — Monsanto — controls
85 percent of genetically modified corn and 91 percent of genetically
modified soybeans.
In 2012, tomato laborers in Florida boycotted the grocery store
chain Publix to pay them one penny more per pound of tomatoes
picked, and were told a venomous no. The boycott ended and the
billionaires won.
We’re living in a society that encourages food deserts and food
ignorance. That’s not fair to us, and that’s not fair to food.
As a part of the food system, we need to take responsibility for
making informed choices, and creating a culture that values real
food and the people who supply it.
I eat. I eat multiple times every day, and that’s enough to make
me care. As food philosopher Wendell Berry said, “eating is an agricultural act,” so isn’t it time we start treating it like one?
Throughout this semester, I’ll be examining the issues with our
national food system, while presenting possible solutions and, of
course, celebrating food and the culture that surrounds it.
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New dean, new ideas
Erin Goudreau
@ErinGoudreau erin.goudreau@umontana.edu

The Davidson Honors College has
found its new dean, and he’s got some big
ideas.
When James McKusick resigned last fall
after a nine year run as dean of the DHC,
a committee was formed and the search
commenced for his replacement. Though
Brock Tessman has only been here a week
(as evidenced by the scattering of unopened boxes in his office), the new dean of
the DHC is excited to promote further interaction between the Honors College and
the University, as well as making it accessible to a broader range of students.
Kaimin: What drew you to the University of Montana, and to the Honors College
in particular?
Tessman: Well, I come from a teaching
background. I was a political science professor at the University of Georgia. Ultimately, interacting and connecting with
students is what I love. It’s also why this job
is so exciting. I see my role here as a fantastic opportunity to be in a leadership position and make strategic decisions, as well
as interact with students on a regular basis.
I’m also a trail runner, so I’ve been looking
for an opportunity to move my family out
here to the mountains for a while.
K: What are some areas in which the
DHC can improve? Should we expect any
changes in the way the Honors College
functions?
T: Well, I want to start by saying that I’ve
been here for a week, so for the most part, I
have been taking the time to learn and listen. One great thing about the DHC is that
so much of the faculty has been here a long
time, so just listening and learning from
them has been beneficial. That said, I think
that one of the great things about public
universities is they are about accessibility.
This is particularly true at the University of
Montana, where you have students coming
from a wide range of backgrounds. As an
Honors College, there are a couple different
ways to react to that. Do we build a wall
around us, keep us insulated from the rest
of the school? And my answer is a resounding no. The Honors College shouldn’t be an
ivory tower, and I think we have a responsibility, as well as an exciting opportunity,
to be involved and integrated with the rest

of the school.
K: What would be some examples of
that kind of integration?
T: There are a bunch of ways to do this.
I am interested in making the Honors College more accessible to tribal college students, I think that’s incredibly important. I
want the Honors College to be a possibility
for transfer students as well as students
who maybe didn’t qualify initially, but are
really achieving in their classes here at the
University. Really focusing on greater inclusion and opportunity is something I’m
interested in.
K: What role should the Honors College
play within the context of the greater campus community?
T: The DHC has been fortunate during
budget cuts — Dean McKusick was able
to insulate much of the Honors College
during that time. But with that comes a
responsibility to the rest of the University.
Here are a couple of examples that I think
illustrate this. Honors College students
have to fulfill the honors course requirements. One way to do this is to take regular
courses, and negotiate with the professor
on some extra work to make it qualify as
honors. This is a great opportunity for honors and non-honors students to be in class
together, each bringing a unique perspective to the discussion. I think both honors
and non-honors students benefit from this.
Another way to be involved in the community is through the Office of Civic Engagement, which is housed here in the DHC.
I would love to see honors students more
involved with the OCE, and don’t be surprised if it is actually a requirement within
the Honors College in the future.
K: What should the Honors College provide for its students?
T: It’s important to understand that the
DHC is not just about small class sizes, or
more attention or a nice lounge. We have
those things, but that is not the heart of
what we provide. Going forward, I would
like the Honors College to be a place where
we nurture but also challenge our students. This is not a victory lap, but a springboard. We will provide all the resources,
opportunities and encouragement to our
students, but that means there is no excuse
for laziness. There is no excuse to not work
hard and positively contribute to our community.

Matt Robbins

Brock Tessman, the new dean of the
Davidson Honors College.

WASHINGTON CENTER
INFORMATION SESSION
TUESDAY, SEPT. 15, 4-5 PM, DHC 120

TONY CERISE, THE DIRECTOR OF ACADEMIC
SEMINARS AT THE WASHINGTON CENTER FOR
INTERNSHIPS, WILL VISIT THE UM CAMPUS ON
MONDAY AND TUESDAY, SEPT. 14-15

All UM students interested in internship
opportunities in Washington, D.C. are invited to
attend the Washington Center information session in
Davidson Honors College room 120 on
Tuesday, Sept. 15, from 4-5 p.m.

Tony Cerise will explain the Washington Center
internship program and meet individually with
interested students. UM alumni of the
Washington Center program will also be there to
answer your questions.
Light refreshments will be served.
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Centerback Brenneman steps up for Grizzlies
Andrew Houghton
@angryandrew11 / andrew.houghton@umontana.edu

Last year, the Montana soccer team
stormed to a regular season conference
championship, rolling up a 12-6-2 overall record on the year.
They had a potent attack, but a large
part of their success was due to their
defense. Montana which gave up just 18
goals in 20 games and was led by Big
Sky Conference co-defensive player of
the year Brooke Moody.
This year, with the loss of Moody,
the responsibility of keeping the Grizzlies defense up to standards will fall to
junior centerback Tess Brenneman. As
the most tenured defender on the team,
Brenneman is expected to take over
Moody’s role as a player and as a leader.
“Centerback is really the quarterback
of the back line,” Montana coach Mark
Plakorus said. “You’re the one who’s
responsible for all the defensive calls
and making sure that when we attack
our shape is good, so you’re really in

charge of that whole line. There’s a lot
of responsibility.”
Brenneman, who was moved to centerback last year after spending the first
year of her Montana career at outside
back, is slowly adapting to her new job
description.
“It’s been a transition not having an
upperclassman in the back line guiding
us. I had a spring to work on being the
oldest player in the back line, but it’s still
been an adjustment for me,” Brenneman
said about taking Moody’s place as the
leader of the defense.
Plakorus thinks Brenneman has the
tools to handle the transition.
“She’s a pretty smart player she picks
up things pretty quickly, processes
things and she’s a very driven player …
that desire to be the best she can be is
just a big quality for her. It’s something
that makes her stand out and helps her
to reach a different level,” Plakorus
said.
Brenneman comes from a soccer family. Her older brothers played, and after

THE ROAR
The definitive
Grizzly playlist
Joshua Thomas
@thejt_ / joshua.thomas@umontana.edu

I think we can all agree that music is
pretty cool.
Whether you are a hip-hop head, a rasta man, bluegrass devotee or a death rocker, music is a universal language. It can
make us feel happy when we actually feel
shitty and your favorite songs have set
the soundtrack to your life since you were
old enough to have an iPod (shoutout to
all the Zune users out there).

Athletes are no different. They use
music to get into the zone whenever they
can. Music and sports are synonymous,
heck, music and just about everything is
synonymous. Kaimin Sports is debuting
our new segment, “The Roar,” to plug you
into the sounds that move the Montana
Grizzlies. We ask athletes and staff across
campus what their favorite song is at the
moment and why.

going to their games ever since she was
born, she started playing at 5 years old.
Her brothers also helped the Kalispell native get onto Plakorus’ radar.
“I’ve known Tess since she was 8.
Her older brother used to come to a
camp that I did up in Kalispell during
the summer and Tess would come every
summer,” the coach remembered.
Plakorus, then the coach at Texas
Christian University, kept an eye on the
talented young defender and she was
one of his first calls when he got the job
at Montana.
“I was like, ‘Tess I want you to come
play for me.’ She wasn’t sure what she
was doing for college and she took a
while, but she finally committed here
and I was pretty happy to get her,” Plakorus said.
Now, Brenneman is one of the key
pieces for Montana as the Grizzlies look
to repeat their success from last year.
UM has had an up-and-down preseason, giving up six goals against Utah
Valley but managing a 2-1-1 record in

Griz men’s basketball
point guard Mario Dunn:
Future – March Madness

“Not only is the title the best thing
ever, but it just gets me hyped!”

Men’s tennis head coach
Steve Ascher:
Jerry Reed – Sittin’ On
Top Of the World
“The guitar picking is great
and the beat is catchy.”

Griz men’s basketball center
& 2015 Big Sky Newcomer
of the Year Martin Breunig:
Madcon – Don’t Worry
“It’s a really popular song over in
Germany where I’m from. I like
the message in the lyrics. People
shouldn’t worry about things too
much. It has a nice beat too.”

Gogriz.com

four games against non-conference opponents.
Brenneman, though, is confident in
her squad.
“I’m feeling pretty good about this
team. We’ve got a lot of team chemistry and I think we’re going to do great
things,” Brenneman said.

Lady Griz guard McCalle Feller:
Jurassic 5 – Concrete Schoolyard

“This song is very raw 90’s to me. I
was too young to enjoy it when it first
came out. I was young when a lot of
good music came out so I get to listen
to them now and it’s like hearing new
music every day!”

Griz football wide receiver Chase Nacarrato:
The Weeknd – Shameless
“The first time I heard the
song I was vibing to it.”

Women’s Track & Field
thrower, NCAA championship
qualifier Stephanie Wells:
Alt-J – Breezeblocks
“Breezeblocks is a great song
because it has the chillest vibe and
is perfect for this stressful time of
the year with school starting!”
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Griz soccer looks to defend Big Sky regular season title
Jackson Wagner
@ jackson_wagner / jackson.wagner@umontana.edu

Last year, the University of Montana
women’s soccer team hosted the Big Sky
Conference tournament after finishing
the regular season unbeaten. In 10 matches, they won eight and drew two. After
capturing the BSC regular season title,
they were the heavy favorite as they welcomed five other schools to South Campus Stadium for the Big Sky Championship.
No. 5 Idaho State got in the way. The
Grizzlies were eliminated in their first
match of the tournament, a 2-1 semifinal
loss against a team they had defeated 3-1
on the very same field earlier in the season.
The tournament loss is behind Montana as they enter a new season missing
a couple of key players. Big Sky co-Defensive MVP Brooke Moody graduated
and Big Sky Newcomer of the Year Hallie
Widner broke her leg playing in the U.S.
Youth Soccer National Championships.
Montana is also without their
third-leading scorer from the 2014 season,
with Savannah Witt retiring from soccer
because of problems with concussions.
While the task may seem daunting,
the Grizzlies reloaded with a good class
of freshman talent. In the first match of
the year, a scoreless draw against Wyoming, three true freshmen started.
Forward Dani Morris, midfielder Ellie
Otteson and defender Taryn Miller all
performed well in their debuts.
In the second game, Morris scored
a pair of goals, including an incredible
game winner in overtime. Morris, from
just inside the box and with no angle to
the back of the net, lifted the ball over the
goalkeeper, off the post and into the net.
“When I got the ball, I turned the defender and saw the keeper step to me,”
Morris said. “Then I saw one of our players on that back post and I was thinking
shot, but I was also thinking just get it to
that back post. If it goes in, it goes in, and
if not, MacKenzie is there to put it in. I
honestly was just thinking there are three
minutes left, I have to get it in the goal.
So I just kicked it across and hoped for
the best.”
The player who bolted toward the back

post in case Morris’ shot went wide was
senior MacKenzie Akins. Akins, the only
senior on the team, serves as the leader
and mentor for the group of young Grizzlies while also being one of the teams
most prolific scorers.
“They call me ‘Mama Kenz,’ so I’m
definitely the mom of the team,” Akins
said. “I try to keep everybody focused,
and with such a young team they all need
somebody to look to. I think that’s the difference this year. I’m the oldest player on
the team and the most experienced, so it’s
definitely a role I take pretty seriously, to
be an example for them.”
After six games this season, Montana
has three wins, two losses and a draw.
While the early results looked promising,
a 6-2 loss to Utah Valley showed just what
a young, inexperienced roster is capable
of at times.
“We are going to have some ups and
downs, and (the Utah Valley match) was
a big down,” Plakorus said. “It was about
as low as you can go, but all you can do
is learn from it and get ready for the next
game. As long as you are growing from
these games and you are competing like
crazy, that’s what you are there for.”
The youth may bring with it some inexperience, but it also brings a lot of energy as well as a positive outlook. The Grizzlies are eager to build upon what they
have already learned.
“I think we are going to get a lot of experience, and that’s what helps us,” Akins
said. “Some of these preseason games
we’ve had some issues, but each game
we’re learning a new lesson and incorporating it in practice.”
Team chemistry is vital to the team’s
success, and this Grizzly team seems to
have that in abundance.
“We’re a young team, but we work
so well together, and I think that working with these girls and playing so much
I’ve already learned and progressed so
much,” Morris said. “I think just on how
I play and getting to know the other girls
and playing with them, I love it. I definitely think I’ve improved a lot in the last
month.”
Montana showed off that improvement last weekend, as they battled
against two power conference teams. On

Friday, the Griz took on Pac-12 Washington State, and 90 minutes weren't enough
to separate the two sides. In the first overtime period, Wazzu earned a penalty and
finished it to win with just six seconds
remaining in the period.
Sunday was a different story, as the
Griz hosted Iowa, an undefeated Big 10
school. Montana fought hard, and true
freshman McKenzie Warren found the
back of the net in a one-nil victory.
The preseason schedule continues on
Sept. 11 at 5 p.m., when the Griz host Purdue in the second match of the Montana
Cup. In the final match of the cup, the
Griz will take on Creighton Sunday at 2
p.m.
“Our goal is always to compete to
win,” Plakorus said. “There is nobody on
our schedule who I don’t think we can
play with and beat. We try to play the best
we possibly can, and hopefully things go
our way.”
Montana head coach also said that
he schedules matches against foes like

Washington State and Iowa so that his
team can see what level of soccer they can
achieve.
“(The tough schedule) is to challenge
ourselves and push ourselves to a different level,” Plakorus said. I always feel
that if we’re playing at that level, we will
be fine in our conference, so I want us to
have to play those types of teams as much
as possible.”
Montana begins conference play on
September 25 against North Dakota.
The quest to defend their regular season
championship officially begins in Grand
Forks.
“I think it is there, but whether or not
we can pull it all together? Who knows,”
Plakorus said. “The talent is there and
we, as coaches, just have to make sure we
pull the girls along and they have to do
their part ... A lot of people don’t understand how difficult it is to put the pieces
together, and then how right everything
has to go for you to win games and to win
a championship. I believe the talent level
is good enough, and it’s up to us to take it
from there."

Loren Benoit / @lorenbenwawa
Jamie Simon, 17, rolls the ball away
from a wyoming defender at South
Campus Stadium on Aug. 21, 2015.
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KIOSK
FOR SALE
Tapestries, posters, pipes! Serving students
needs for 47 years. Joint Effort, 1918 Brooks Street
Holiday Village Shopping Center

MONTANA PUBLICATION Live the dream, practice
journalism, write/publish part-time in paradise
(hike, kayak, ski half the month) making $50k.
Work full time, make much more. Appreciating

asset, 27-year client base. Established brand. Hard
copy/online. Interviews: movie stars, politicians,
Native Americans, local newsmakers. Will
train. $239,000. Serious inquiries: mtpioneer@
wispwest.net (406) 581-3357.

HELP WANTED
Missoula County Public Schools is recruiting for the
following positions:

•
•

Sanitation/Kitchen workers
Noon duties, crossing guards and subsitutes
for both
•
Substitute custodians
•
Para Educators
•
Subsitute teachers
•
Coaches
Visit mcpsmt.org and click on Employment.
EEOC
Figure skating coaches needed for USFS Basic

Skills classes & private coaching. Prior experience
preferred. Email resume to:
missoulafsc@gmail.com
A+ writing & editing help offered by a real
writer! $4.50/page or $20.00/hr. Free 15 minute
consultation, no matter what! Call Wendy: 3964544.

HIGH

CARD
MONTANA
COFFEE TRADERS

5

16

OZ

Double Shot

You’rE Awesome

Thanks
For Being You

ESPRESSO

+

slice o toast
-ORcup o cereal

24 OZ
cold brew
Ditch you
r
adderall

HIGH 5 10 strangers
or pre pay for yourself
- either way the first HIGH 5 is
FREE

1000 E Broadway St

Open 6 to 9 Everyday

Missoula, Montana

HUGE PRESEASON SALE!
Voted best ski Huge selection of
shop 18 years
last year’s gear &
running!
clothing up to
60% off!
Jr. & Adult ski
:
packages at
Y
R
T
S
U
D
IN
E
H
T
great, low prices!
N
I
S
D
TYTWO,

N
A
R
THIR
,
B
N
T
O
I
S
N
E
ITH,
U
T
,
M
A
S
C
,
I
A
HOT
N
D
C
A
E
IRO, T
E, ARM

AC
E, G
ON
DESCENT URTON, NORTHF FLYLOW, SALOM MORE!
,
B
OAKLEY, IGNOL, NORDICA BLIZZARD & LOTS
PITA,
ROSS
A
C
,
C
I
M
, ATO
FULL TILT

Come in & check out
what’s new & hot for
2015 ski & snowboard
gear!

HOURS:
MONDAY-SATURDAY 9-6
LAYAWAYS WELCOME
2601 WEST BROADWAY
549-5613

